Through its integration in the Global Justice Movement and the establishment of its own Social Forum, activists of the Kurdish Movement in Turkey seek to contest, re-appropriate and change the 'conceived spaces' of Turkey's Kurdish
developed from a critique of the Old Left for neglecting issues of human rights in its struggle for state power and following the leftist movement's failures having achieved state power.
Today, the Social Forums gather together a wide range of groups and organizations opposed to neoliberal globalization and imperialism in all its forms. 9 Particularly attractive for the Kurdish movement -as for other representatives of marginalized groups worldwide -has been the Global Justice Movement's promotion of diversity in contrast to all kinds of hegemonic thinking or pensée unique. 10 The stress on the importance of diversity relates to the criticisms that befell nationalist and labor movements of the 19 th and 20 th centuries, which, albeit for different reasons, both regarded internal uniformity (thus conformity) as essential for the development and growth of their political projects, ultimately leading to different forms of dictatorship and the repression of sociocultural diversities, including those centered on ethnicity. This is a critique upon which Abdullah Öcalan has also elaborated in order to reposition his political movement in the political spectrum, what is more, the debate over the ethnic dimension of the so-called "southeastern question" had been breaking point within the Left in Turkey throughout the second half of the 20 th Century, as testify other contributions to this special issue. For the GJM, the importance of diversity is not only a recognition of social and cultural diversity in and of itself but also deemed an essential feature (ideological value, structural principle) of the GJM itself, which thus does not seek to unify and establish central power but aims to preserve internal diversity through relying on multiple intersecting networks. 11 Inspired by the GJM, mayors and activists for pro-Kurdish causes would actively take part in the European In the run-up to the MSF, calls had been made by the host organizer, the DTP-run Greater "Those families that migrate in order to produce seasonal labor live in inhumane conditions. They do not have social security and they cannot provide for the needs of their children. In these cities in the West they are social outcasts. They are being described as 'the children who feed from the dustbins', as children empty garbage bins in order to earn a living. Poverty has become permanent in many regions."
24
Şerif Camcı, director of Sarmaşık, an umbrella-organization of different municipality-related associations that fight poverty, expressed it more bluntly: "This is a dark plan. First they impoverish the people so that then they can lend them a helping hand (…) They molest our people through impoverishment. (…) In the past people were ashamed to ask for help, but now they are coming and asking for food. "The goal of these dams is not to produce electricity but to wash away all this heritage.
They try to take away the land from the people. People will be left behind deracinated.
In this way the GAP is able to destroy the whole region." his own political concepts that sought to re-invent and re-energize his organization.
(3) The MSF as the translation of a new ideological project
Knowledge of how the whole is constituted and its relation to place and space is that which must be acted upon politically. 28 Behind the MSF lies the Kurdish movement's ongoing exercise in the production of 'knowledge' to explain and frame the (locally-lived) experiences of suppression and domination. The MSF philosophy has it that the state apparatus -regarded as in decay -is to be abandoned, and the personal liberation of individuals who constitute the people is to accelerate this process. "States do not solve problems but create them," one of the organizers explained me. He continued:
"The organizations that are connected to the Kurdish movement are civil organizations because in principle we seek to develop ties with the social parts of society and not with the governmental ones. We want to reach out to the grassroots. We think that social movements are more effective in addressing the problems, whereas states are profit organizations."
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The organizers' philosophy draws on Öcalan's prison writings, by means of which he has sought to transform the main ideological ideas of the Kurdish movement since his imprisonment in 1999.
The Middle East has been imagined in the writings of Öcalan as unchanged and stagnated, due to the continuation of feudalism, the state system and the showy imitations of the West by its leaders. The insistence on the politically transformative role of civil society should be understood in the light of the above mentioned experiences in the establishment of local civil society initiatives by the Kurdish movement in Turkey, within neighborhoods and cities, in particular in these localities where the Kurdish party was able to organize, win support from and increase its leverage on the Kurdish poor and internally displaced. This was in particular so as by the end of the 1990s it was the cities rather than then the mountains that had become the main action terrain for mobilization of political support for Kurdish causes, and the main the grassroots can produce a way out of the current situation (…) We have to leave the state apparatus behind and go beyond the state. We should accelerate the decline of the state that is already ongoing. "By democratizing themselves, the Kurdish people force the countries and nations among which they live to do the same. In former times the Kurdish movement had always seemed to be at the mercy of external powers. Now it has become a guarantee for peace, liberty and fraternity." The employment of a (pre-)historical mythology of an identified ethnic group in the service of its present-day claims is, one cannot fail to note, a classical ingredient of nationalist narration.
What is more, the Kurds appear as a predestined or 'chosen' people who are to set other peoples and the Middle Eastern region free. Mesopotamia is employed as a myth that is to help raise collective awareness and to mobilize the masses.
The alternative Kurdish social and political space that is being developed in the Southeast of 
